For Immediate Release

Valerius Elementary Students Raise Funds For Book Donation To King Elementary
Urbandale’s Valerius Elementary students participate in a noteworthy Scholastic fundraiser, All for
Books™, donating over $1,400 to help supplement reading materials at Des Moines’ King Elementary
URBANDALE, Iowa – December 4, 2013 – What does one do with spare change these days? Students
at Valerius Elementary in Urbandale answered that question by participating in a week-long
Scholastic fundraiser, All for Books™, which resulted in $1,425 being donated to King Elementary in
Des Moines. King Elementary used those funds to select and purchase books for their classrooms.
This is the second Scholastic fundraiser that Valerius has embraced with a philanthropic aim. Two
years ago, Valerius held a similar fundraiser and donated $455 to Moulton Extended Learning Center
in Des Moines.

1. Valerius Elementary second grade student, Perry Steeve,
and fourth grade student, Savannah McKinney

“The benefit of this fundraiser was twofold—Valerius students were able to embrace the spirit of
giving and King students will have many great new books to read,” said Meredith Mauro, Valerius
Elementary Principal, Urbandale Community School District. “I was amazed at the enthusiasm of
Valerius students when they learned that we would be raising money for King Elementary. Prior to
coming to Valerius, I was at King, thus I’m especially excited to see the response from King students
when they receive their new books.”
Christina Roesler, Valerius PTO Scholastic Book Fair Project Lead, affectionately titled the fundraiser,
‘Coins for a Cause’ as students were asked to donate spare change and bills throughout the week.
Students enjoyed a healthy spirit of competition when the fundraiser added a ‘girls versus boys’
aspect to the week. At the close of the fundraiser, both girls and boys contributed fairly equally with
the girls slightly outweighing the boys by just $5.70. However, nothing could outweigh the purposeful
looks and discussions being had by students throughout the week—knowing that every single coin
they donated would make a difference in the lives of King Elementary students.
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“The King Elementary community is overwhelmed by the generosity of the students and families at
Valerius. We are grateful to have such a positive connection to a school outside our district and our
students think it’s extra special to know Mrs. Mauro is thinking of them in her new school,” said Sarah
Pentek, Instructional Coach at King Elementary, Des Moines Public Schools. “From everyone at King,
we thank you so much for providing so many brand new books for our students this year.”

2. Christina Roesler, Valerius Scholastic Book Fair PTO Lead;
Meredith Mauro, Valerius Elementary Principal; Sarah Pentek,
King Elementary Instructional Coach

Valerius donated all funds raised to King Elementary in hopes of helping King Elementary students
and teachers have more opportunities to read and enjoy books. Each class at Valerius voted on a
book for their class to donate to King and included a dedication within each selection. Pentek was
then given the joyful task of selecting nearly 200 books from the book fair to total the $1,425 raised
by Valerius students.
The Urbandale Community School District congratulates Valerius families for their generous and
good-natured efforts in raising and donating funds to help King Elementary students. As is often the
case, the giver ultimately becomes the receiver. By achieving such a large profit from total book fair
sales, Valerius earned 60% ($855) back from Scholastic in order to buy books from Scholastic for their
own library—making this a true win-win for all King and Valerius students and teachers.
About Scholastic Corporation
Scholastic Corporation (NASDAQ: SCHL) is the world’s largest publisher and distributor of children’s
books and a leader in educational technology and children’s media. Scholastic creates quality
educational and entertaining materials and products for use in school and at home, including
children's books, magazines, technology-based products, teacher materials, television programming,
film, videos and toys. All for Books™ provides an easy and effective way to unite the school
community and provide more books for kids and teachers. All funds collected through All for Books
are used to buy more books from the Book Fair. Scholastic matches the monetary donations schools
generate, with a donation of up to one million books to two national non-profit organizations
dedicated to helping kids and families in need: Kids in Distressed Situations, Inc. and the Kids In Need
Foundation. Scholastic distributes its products and services through a variety of channels, including
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proprietary school-based book clubs and school-based book fairs, retail stores, schools, libraries,
television networks and www.scholastic.com
Scholastic Corporation
557 Broadway
New York, NY 10012
About Des Moines Public Schools
For over 100 years, Des Moines Public Schools has been educating the students of Iowa’s capital city.
Today, the DMPS is the largest provider of public education in Iowa, with more than 30,000 students
and nearly 5,000 teachers and staff at work in more than 60 schools throughout the community.
DMPS students, parents, teachers and staff come from many different backgrounds, all of which
contribute to the richness of a DMPS education. The wide range of opportunities in Des Moines
meets the academic interests, abilities and goals of every student. DMPS boast the largest variety of
educational programs – many of them nationally renowned – in Iowa. That includes the state’s only
International Baccalaureate curriculum and the only public Montessori school. The Downtown School
is regarded as a national model. Several schools feature continuous calendars throughout the year,
and the district’s Career & Tech Institute delivers training in everything from culinary arts to aviation
technology, a scope that is rare in districts with comparable profiles. Over the last decade a
comprehensive and ongoing capital improvements campaign has renovated and updated many
district schools, 44 of which have now earned the Energy Star designation. To learn more, visit:
www.dmschools.org
Des Moines Public Schools
901 Walnut Street
Des Moines, IA 50309
About Urbandale Community School District
The Urbandale Community School District includes portions of Des Moines and Urbandale, Iowa. The
district serves over 3,900 students in six elementary schools, one middle school and one
comprehensive high school. The Urbandale district supports an increasingly diverse student
population where 50 languages are spoken. Building on the existing foundation of excellence in
education, Urbandale is transforming education throughout the district. By implementing innovative
Quality/Continual Improvement strategies that create learning environments that more fully engage,
challenge and motivate students, Urbandale is taking transformation from theory into practice.
Urbandale prepares students for becoming lifelong learners and is a school district that brings
learning to life for everyone. To learn more, visit: www.urbandaleschools.com
Urbandale Community School District
11152 Aurora Avenue
Urbandale, IA 50322
Contact:
Dena Soenke
Communications Partner
Urbandale Community School District
soenked@urbandaleschools.com
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