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Hy-Vee IT Team Mentors Urbandale Students To Develop Robust Technology Solutions
The Urbandale High School HyperStream Club collaborates with the Hy-Vee Information Technology
Team to learn innovative, viable, and essential technology skills applicable in college and beyond
URBANDALE, Iowa – February 25, 2013 – To answer the growing trend of high-tech talent leaving
Iowa, the Technology Association of Iowa (TAI) has developed a proven, strategic program, called
HyperStream. HyperStream partners middle and high school students with ambassador companies
that help mentor, educate, and strengthen Iowa’s future technology talent. The Urbandale High
School HyperStream Club meets weekly with their ambassador company, Hy-Vee, Inc., to learn
everything from project management, to team leadership, to multimedia, to robotics, to back-end
programming and development; all while delivering tangible projects and contributing to the
community.
"These students will be the business leaders and problem-solvers of tomorrow," said Darren Baty,
Vice President, Strategy and Innovation for Hy-Vee, Inc. "We think it's important to help them gain
the skills and experience they need to achieve success in an increasingly technology-driven world."

1. 2012 STEM Day at the Capitol

Every Wednesday, mentors from the Hy-Vee Information Technology Team meet with Urbandale
High School HyperStream students, teachers, and administrators to provide guidance and facilitate
learning about leading technology initiatives. The Urbandale HyperStream Club multimedia team
recently developed the “J-Hawk Informer” which is an opt-in text messaging system for students
and parents that alerts them to key updates regarding the UHS lunch menu, inclement weather, and
school news. In doing so, students have learned how to assess the needs of fellow students, develop
a program to support those needs, design specifications for a strong user interface, and deliver a
project from concept to completion.
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2. The J-Hawk Informer Text Alert Sign-Up Form

“HyperStream is focused on providing students with real-world technology projects in a fun and
engaging environment, while being mentored by technology professionals. We cover the breadth of
technology which positions the HyperStream Clubs to be engaging for students with a wide range of
personal interests. Urbandale’s J-Hawk Informer is an exciting example of the essence of
HyperStream,” said Tamara Kenworthy, HyperStream Program Director, TAI.
HyperStream Club members are also committed to heading service projects that give back to
members in the local community. Students recently refurbished computers to donate to the local
senior center, but they didn’t stop there. Students believed seniors would be more inclined to use
the computers if they also developed a presentation that provided essential computer tips and
instructions.
“It's been great seeing this group of students learn about technology and the "nuts and bolts"
behind bringing a project idea to reality,” said Tim Carver, Assistant Principal, Urbandale High School.
“Our students have also found unique ways that they can help give back to the school (text
messaging project) and greater community (refurbished computers and training) through their techskills and interests.”
The Urbandale Community School District is dedicated to establishing productive partnership
opportunities with local business and technology leaders. To that end, Urbandale High School
students also recently participated in the Microsoft DigiGirlz session during the fifth annual
Technology Association of Iowa 2012 DuPont Pioneer Women of Innovation event. A group of
students will also be attending the upcoming Celebrate! Innovation Week 2013 (ciWeek) at the
DMACC West Campus, March 4–7, 2013. The district vision of bringing learning to life for everyone
is an ongoing, dynamic, and continual process; one that strives for the same degree of innovation
and mastery that is found in Iowa’s leading technology firms.
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About Hy-Vee, Inc.
Hy-Vee, Inc. is an employee-owned corporation operating 233 retail stores in eight Midwestern
states. For 2012 the company recorded total sales of $7.7 billion, ranking it among the top 25
supermarket chains and the top 50 private companies in the United States. Visit the company’s
website at www.hy-vee.com
Hy-Vee, Inc.
5820 Westown Parkway
West Des Moines, IA 50266
About Technology Association of Iowa
The Technology Association of Iowa (TAI) focuses on addressing the needs and challenges of
technology organizations and giving them the tools they need to succeed. Through efforts to
collaborate, educate and connect, TAI works to create the best public policy in the nation, enhance
access to workforce and develop Iowa's future talent pool, connect businesses to resources,
encourage collaborations, and promote Iowa’s tech sector, member firms, and organizations. TAI's
member companies work together to support their own enterprises while advancing Iowa's
reputation as a technically advanced state. TAI fuels the thriving technology sector that makes Iowa
a great place for world-class technology organizations. To learn more, visit:
www.technologyiowa.org
Technology Association of Iowa
500 East Court Avenue, Suite 100
Des Moines, IA 50309
About Urbandale Community School District
The Urbandale Community School District includes portions of Des Moines and Urbandale, Iowa.
The district serves over 3,900 students in six elementary schools, one middle school and one
comprehensive high school. The Urbandale district supports an increasingly diverse student
population where 42 different languages are spoken. Building on the existing foundation of
excellence in education, Urbandale is transforming education throughout the district. By
implementing innovative Quality/Continual Improvement tools and tactics that create learning
environments that more fully engage, challenge, and motivate students, Urbandale is taking
transformation from theory into practice. Urbandale prepares students for becoming life-long
learners and is a school district that brings learning to life for everyone. To learn more, visit:
www.urbandaleschools.com
Urbandale Community School District
11152 Aurora Avenue
Urbandale, IA 50322
Contact:
Dena Soenke
Communications Partner
Urbandale Community School District
soenked@urbandale.k12.ia.us
###
Page 3 of 3

