APPENDIX H

Glossary
Accommodation:
Adapting language (spoken or written) to make it understandable for second language learners.
When assessing, accommodations may be made to the presentation, response method, setting, or
timing/scheduling of the assessment.
Co-teaching:
A model of an ESL teacher and a classroom teacher sharing responsibility for teaching some or
all the students assigned to a classroom. Teachers share the responsibilities for planning,
instruction, and evaluation of students.
Differentiated instruction:
A way of addressing the needs of a range of learners within a classroom setting where generally,
everyone is involved in working on the same concept, but some aspect of instruction is different
for one or more students. Instruction can be differentiated through content, process, products,
and/or pacing. Generally, differentiation uses a variety of techniques that include visuals,
manipulative material, and technology.
EL:
English learners (ELs) are students whose first language is not English and who are in the process
of learning English.
ESL:
English as a Second Language (ESL) is an educational approach in which English learners are
instructed in the use of the English language. Their instruction is based on a special curriculum
that typically involves little or no use of the native language, focuses on language but may also
include content instruction and is usually taught during specific school periods. For the rest of the
school day, students may be placed in mainstream classrooms, an immersion program, or a
bilingual education program.
ELPA21:
English Language Proficiency Assessment for the 21st Century
FEP:
Fluent English Proficient.
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Inclusion:
A model of educating English learners in the regular classroom for all or part of the
school day. An English as a Second Language teacher meets regularly with classroom teachers to
provide indirect support in the form of guidance in planning lessons to include differentiated
instruction, to suggest accommodations for individual English learners, and to monitor student
progress. The English as a Second Language teacher can also provide direct support to English
learners in the form of a push-in model or co-teaching. Inclusion assures that students have access
to core curriculum and equal opportunity to participate in district programs and activities.
Linguistics:
The science of language, including phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and
pragmatics:
• Phonetics - the study of speech sounds in their physical aspects
• Phonology - the study of speech sounds in their cognitive aspects
• Morphology - the study of the formation of words
• Syntax - the study of the formation of sentences
• Semantics the study of meaning
• Pragmatics - the study of language use.
LEP:
Limited English proficient (LEP) is the term used by the federal government, most states and
local school districts to identify those students who have insufficient English to succeed in
English-only classrooms. Increasingly, English learner (EL) is used in place of LEP.
LIEP:
Language Instruction Education Program
NEP:
Non-English proficient.
Pull-out ESL:
A program in which English language learners are "pulled out" of regular, mainstream classrooms
for specialized instruction in English as a Second Language.
Push-in ESL:
Push-in model is a form of direct support provided by an English as a Second Language teacher
that goes into the regular classroom to periodically support small groups of students in areas of
need.
Sheltered Instruction:
An instructional approach used to make academic instruction in English understandable to ELs. In
the sheltered classroom, teachers use physical activities, visual aids, and the environment to teach
vocabulary for concept development in mathematics, science, social studies, and other subjects.
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